
At our school, we embrace each child’s 
unique qualities and strengths, celebrate 
neurodiversity, and aim to build positive self-
esteem in our students and a love of learning. 

Our core philosophy is that all children are 
different, so it makes sense that they also learn 
in different ways. We believe that ALL students 
can achieve success if they are active engineers 
in their learning.

We do this by offering smaller class sizes, more 
one-to-one time with the teacher, an extensive 
outdoor education programme, forest school, 
hands-on learning, and a nurturing, values-
driven environment.

Matahui School is a primary and
intermediate school in the Western Bay of 
Plenty, just south of Katikati. We cater for 
students in Years 1–8. 

CONTACT US
07 552 0655
117 Matahui Road, Katikati 
Bay of Plenty, 3181 (RD4)
office@matahui.school.nz
www.matahui.school.nz

OUR MISSION
Inspiring high self-esteem, 
creativity, and a love of 
learning.

YEAR 7 & 8
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL



“Now that my daughter is at college, I can 
see the full value of all that she learned at 
Matahui. Her college teachers consistently 

report how engaged she is with her learning. 
She has the confidence to challenge herself 
and the resilience to persevere with things 

that she finds hard. “
Ruth 

THE MATAHUI 
DIFFERENCE
Students at Matahui School are:
•	 Active participants in their education.
•	 Immersed in nature and developing a sense of 

responsibility for the world around them.
•	 Supported by a strong, connected community.
•	 Encouraged to think critically and creatively, 

applying their knowledge in a real-world context.

Small Class Sizes: We keep our class sizes small 
(an average of 17) to allow our teachers more time 
with your child. 

Holistic Development: Our educational framework 
recognises the individual intelligences of a child 
(Howard Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences theory): 
academic, musical, artistic, sporty, linguistic, 
natural, etc. 

Inquiry-Based Education: We employ a concept-
based inquiry method that fosters critical thinking 
and encourages your child to interpret a concept in 
a way that interests them. 

Arts and Language: Visual arts, dance, drama,  
music, and languages form an integral part of our 
curriculum.

Supportive Community: Our community has a 
common goal: we see education as an investment 
in our children’s future. We view feedback 
between home and school as central to a student’s 
success. 
 

GUARDIANS OF THE FOREST

Year 7 and 8 students attend four camps per year. 
Each camp has a learning objective that challenges 
your child and extends their capabilities. 

Each week, rain or shine, our students spend the 
day fully immersed in nature, building makeshift 
shelters, exploring meandering streams, and 
overcoming challenges as part of a forest school 
programme.

SPORT & EOTC
Our students compete at Small Schools, Tall Poppy’s, 
EPro8, and the AIMS games. We have hockey and 
basketball teams in winter and swimming in the 
summer.

LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME

YEAR 7/8 PROGRAMME

Year 7 & 8 students participate in school and 
community initiatives to attain bronze, silver, and 
gold certifications. Our senior students collaborate 
with junior students in a buddy system, present at 
assemblies, and sit on the Student Council. 

SCHOOL CAMPS


