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Principals Message

Tena Koutou
Recently I applied for a grant through the Grassroots foundation. The purpose of the application was
to replace our lighting throughout the whole school to LEDs and make some major repairs to some
classrooms. The other part of the grant was to purchase ‘up to date’ literacy resources for our
students. These are books for group instructional reading and single books for our little people. The
books connect us with our environment, they are nonfiction text and some sets have a fictional story
that sits alongside to show the student that an environmental issue can be the focus of a
narrative/short story. Well our grant of $22,000.00 was approved. The Grassroots directors came to
visit just before we submitted our grant application so they could see first-hand what our lighting
situation was and I am sure this helped with our application.
Over the holidays, the first week our school will be a hive of activity with workmen/woman working
on different projects.
On the 8 of July :The electrician starts his work rewiring and replacing lights.
The builder starts the work on the ramp to the studio, the drainage has already been completed.
A skip will arrive to dispose of all the rubbish, teachers are having a cleanout as well.

James, our maintenance man will remove the toilets/partitions so the lino people can do their bit
Tuesday/Wednesday:The lino people will arrive and replace the lino
Thursday:James will replace the toilets and divisions within the toilet block. The toilet walls have already been
painted inside.
I have made the decision to now lock the toilets at the end of the day. The toilets will not be available
to the public who visit our school on the weekends unless there is a prior arrangement.
Our Mid-Winter Christmas has been a huge hit. There were some new faces, great to see our new
families attend this event. It was also fabulous to see some of our alumni and Mr and Mrs Muller. The
food was absolutely divine, and the mulled wine went down very well, it was delicious.
There are so many people to thank for pulling this event together. The total amount raised was
$2,973.32. I made a bid and kept a watchful eye on a beautiful bag which I am now in possession
of. Lovingly made by a member of our community. A grandmother made beanies for our students so
they each had a present under the tree, and there were also tick/tack/toe games for the older
students. Students created beautifully crafted bookmarks for their buddies. This was truly a
community event.
The term has been incredibly busy…as it comes to a close, we will have a community meeting on
Friday before our assembly. We will start our community consultation at 2.00pm. If we run out of
time for questions, then after assembly would be a good time. The focus of this community meeting
will be to update you on things we have been working on during the term. A major area is our
progress with the application for a secondary school model and the new prospectus.

Nga Mihi
Mary Woods and the Team at Matahui School

Proud dad.
Every now and then a success story comes to light. Lisa Evans, Mr Evans daughter has been selected to
represent New Zealand in the under 16 Football team. Lisa will compete in a women’s tournament
July 14-22 in Welfang City in China. This is a huge achievement and we here at Matahui School wish
her all the best in her journey. You can read her story on the link bayofplentytimes.co.nz

Citizenship Award
Week 9, Term 2, 2019 – Matilda was awarded the Certificate for Responsibility. Well done!
Detailed below are the recipients of school awards for Week 8 in Term 2, 2019. Congratulations to
Louis, Matilda, Bella, Abygale, Liam, Emma, Phoenix, and Oliver.

Term and Assembly Dates

TERM 3, 2019 : DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (10 WEEKS)
Monday 22 July: Term 3 begins
Monday 5 August – Friday 16 August: Group from China visit
Thursday 8 August: Boostrix for Year 7s – 11 am – 12 pm
Monday 12 August: 9:00 -11:00 am Rehearsal Two - Choir Festival
Tuesday 13 August - Wednesday 14 August: Junior Tough Guy
Monday 26 August: 9:00 am – 2:30 pm Rehearsal Choir Festival at Baycourt
Monday 26 August: 7 pm – 9 pm Music Festival Performance at Baycourt
Friday 20 September: End of Term Three
ASSEMBLIES – TERM 3 (9 WEEKS) Start time: 2.30 pm
•

Week 1: Friday 26 July: Mrs Woods – Value - Courage

•

Week 2: Friday 2 August: Mrs Garrett (PURIRI) – Value - Cooperation

•

Week 3: Friday 9 August: Mrs Chissell (POHUTUKAWA) – Value - Empathy

•

Week 4: Friday 16 August: Mrs McDonald (KOWHAI) – Value - Optimism

•

Week 5: Friday 23 August: Mr Evans (KAURI) – Value - Respect

•

Week 6: Friday 30 August: Mrs Croskery (KOWHAI) – Value - Friendliness

•

Week 7: Friday 6 September: Mrs Garrett (PURIRI) – Value - Helpfulness

•

Week 8: Friday 13 September: Mrs Chissell (POHUTUKAWA) – Value - Honesty

•

Week 9: Friday 20 September: Mr Evans (KAURI) – Value - Perseverance.

Health & Safety - Spotlight of the Month

•

With winter now here, we would ask all parents/caregivers to ensure that their child/ren wear
shoes throughout the school day. A good shoe has much more grip than a bare foot!

•

Concrete floors/steps/walkways/etc can be very slippy at this time of the year and therefore for
your child’s safety we would ask for your co-operation in this matter. Thank you so much.

•

On a completely different point, it is good practice for children to know their own home phone
number and home address. If you could practice at home with your child/ren to remember
these two important details of information, that would be wonderful. If your child/ren already
know these details – well done! No more homework for you!

wà Kahurangi

Parents Corner: The Place to Find Hidden Gems
One of the core aspects at the heart of our Matahui philosophy is having a healthy COMMUNITY wrap
around our whole child. This means that we are not just a group (a loosely associated collection of
people) or a cult (where people comply unthinkingly)... but a community. A strong collective of people
who share values around the education of our children, and pitch in together to shape school into the
place we dream of for our children.

Yes... this IS radical...we are co-creators of our school community. Every time we put forward ideas, dig
in and help, share resources, and build companionship at school, we create our own living breathing
community.

No, we don't need to agree all the time (in fact, that is not healthy), and no, we don't want anyone to
spend too much time on school matters (we need an 'outside' life too). However, we do choose
mindfully to make school relationships matter, and we bring an awareness about the health of our
community, so we can provide our children with a strong web of social support as they gradually mature
into functional adults.

So, it is with a sense of gratitude there are so many Mid Winter Christmas thank yous thi s week. To our
Ongare Angel (the lights were amazing) to our Mulled Wine Magician (yummmm), and our Musical
Whizz who gave us funky tunes and our ever-generous Artistes - THANK YOU! So many families also
contributed quietly, buying tickets even when you knew you weren't coming (it was kind, and we
appreciate it), to donating food, cooking, loaning equipment, placing 'absentee bids' and finding all
manner of creative ways to contribute that fitted best for your family right now.

It was great to relax together, laugh together, reconnect with previous Board Members, parents staff
and alumni...and to add a little of our own positive energy to The Hub. A special thank you to the NEW
FAMILIES to the school who were extremely generous in donating time, recipes, art, food and
helpfulness...you are our future, and we are grateful that you are helping us co-create a strong
community for your children. Well done team - our children would be proud of us if they could see how
smoothly we worked together.
Merry Mid Winter Christmas everyone!
To contribute your ideas, email us; kahurangi@matahuiroad.school.nz

Useful Information
IMPORTANT ITEM: SIGNING YOUR CHILD IN AND OUT
If you need to take your child out of school during the day, would you please come to the school office
to sign out … and back in again if required. This would help greatly in making sure we have the right
number of children on the school bus.
BUS:- Please also advise Brian on 027 443 3711 or Peter on 022 177 1823 (for the Waihi bus) and the
office if your child is NOT taking the bus home at any stage during the week. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter

Recent Events/Activities

1 - Beanies Galore! Knitted by a wonderful Gran as a present to the pupils of Matahui School re the mid-winter celebrations

Contact Matahui School
Matahui School
117 Matahui Road
RD4
Katikati 3181
Telephone: 07 552 0655
Email: office@matahui.school.nz
www.matahui.school.nz1

Class Windows web hyperlink:
http://www.matahui.school.nz/category/blog/class-blogs/
Principal’s blog hyperlink:
1 https://www.matahui.school.nz

http://www.matahui.school.nz/category/blog/principal-blog/

